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Executive Summary
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English Literature in the Modern Generation:
Evolution, Trends and Impact

Krishna Bahadur Bista
Computer Operator
Ragani Chandeshwori Campus

Abstract

English literature has evolved significantly in the modern era, reflecting the
dynamic nature of society, technology, and culture. This research paper explores the
evolution of English literature in the modern generation, examining key trends such
as digital literature, postmodernism, globalization, and contemporary themes. It also
discusses the impact of social media, artificial intelligence, and Online platforms on
literary consumption and creation. By analyzing works from contemporary authors
and literary movements, this paper provides insight into how English literature
continues to shape and be shaped by the modern world.

1. Introduction

English literature has undergone continuous transformation from the classical
period to the present day. The modern generation, marked by rapid technological
advancements and globalization, has seen a shift in literary production, themes,
and readership. This paper examines how contemporary literature reflects societal
changes, embraces digital formats, and responds to emerging global issues.

2. Evolution of English Literature in the Modern Generation
2.1 The Shift from Print to Digital Literature

The advent of digital technology has revolutionized how literature is produced,
distributed and consumed. E-books, audio books and Online platforms such as
Kindle, Wattpad, and Project Gutenberg have made literature more accessible
(Birkerts, 2006). Social media and self-publishing have enabled writers to reach a
global audience without traditional publishing constraints.

2.2 Postmodernism and Beyond

Postmodern literature, characterized by meta fiction, intertextuality and pastiche,
remains influential in the modern era (McHale, 1987). Contemporary writers such
as David Foster Wallace and Ali Smith challenge traditional narrative structures,
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blending fiction with reality. This movement questions established norms, reflecting
the complexities of modern life.

2.3 Globalization and Cross-Cultural Literature

English literature today is more diverse than ever, influenced by writers from different
cultural backgrounds. Authors such as Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Arundhati
Roy and Kazuo Ishiguro have brought global perspectives into English literature,
addressing themes of identity, migration, and post colonialism (Appadurai, 1996).

2.4 Contemporary Themes in Modern Literature

Modern literature explores issues such as climate change, mental health, gender
identity, and political instability. Works like Margaret Atwood’s The Testaments
(2019) and Bernardine Evaristo’s Girl, Woman, Other (2019) showcase the
intersection of literature and contemporary societal concerns.

3. The Impact of Technology on Literature
3.1 Social Media and Literary Culture

Platforms like Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok have changed how literature is consumed
and discussed. The rise of “BookTok” on TikTok has significantly influenced book
sales, promoting diverse voices and independent authors (Flood, 2021).

3.2 Artificial Intelligence and Literature

Al-generated poetry and storytelling, facilitated by tools such as ChatGPT and
OpenAI’s GPT models, are redefining the boundaries of literary creativity (Hutson,
2021). This raises questions about authorship and originality in literature.

3.3 Online Communities and Fan Fiction

The growth of Online literary communities has fostered a participatory culture.
Websites like Archive of Our Own (AO3) and FanFiction.net allow readers to
engage with and reshape existing literary works (Jenkins, 2006).

4. Challenges and Future Directions

While technology has expanded literary accessibility, it also presents challenges such
as declining attention spans, misinformation and the commodification of literature.
The future of English literature lies in balancing tradition with innovation, ensuring
that literary works remain both meaningful and engaging.
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5. Conclusion

The modern generation has witnessed a profound transformation in English
literature, shaped by digital innovation, globalization and evolving societal themes.
Literature continues to adapt, reflecting contemporary issues while embracing new
forms of storytelling. As technology and culture evolve, so too will the literary
landscape, ensuring that English literature remains a vital force in shaping human
thought and imagination.
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The Role of First Language in Second Language Learning

Yubaraj Shrestha,
Champadevi-6, Okhaldhunga

Languageacquisitionis amultifaceted process thatinvolves cognitive, psychological,
and socio linguistic dimensions, and the influence of a learner’s first language (L1)
on second language (L2) acquisition has been a subject of extensive debate among
linguists and educators. Some argue that L1 acts as a crucial scaffold, facilitating the
comprehension and internalization of L2 structures, while others contend that it may
lead to linguistic interference, resulting in persistent errors and impeding fluency.
The dual nature of L1’s impact on L2 learning by analyzing both its facilitative and
inhibitory effects, and it examines linguistic transfer, cognitive mechanisms, and
pedagogical strategies to provide educators with a nuanced understanding of how
L1 can be strategically utilized to optimize L2 instruction and proficiency.

Linguistic transfer refers to the influence of L1 structures on L2 learning, which
can be either positive or negative. Positive transfer occurs when L1 and L2 share
similarities, making L2 acquisition easier (Odlin 89). For instance, English and
French share many cognates, facilitating vocabulary acquisition for learners.
Negative transfer, or interference, occurs when L1 structures differ from those of L2,
leading to errors (Gass and Selinker 101). An example is the incorrect use of articles
by L1 Chinese speakers learning English, as Chinese lacks definite and indefinite
articles. In addition to identifying transfer effects, understanding these patterns
helps educators anticipate common learner errors and develop targeted teaching
strategies. Teachers can address these issues by designing instruction that focuses
on problematic areas influenced by L1 interference. Moreover, by incorporating
error correction and awareness techniques, students can gradually improve their L2
proficiency and minimize transfer errors over time.

Fromacognitive perspective, L1 plays a crucial role in shaping thought processes and
language learning strategies. Theories of cognitive development suggest that prior
knowledge influences the acquisition of new knowledge (Vygotsky 78). L1 serves
as a scaffold for L2 learning by providing mental frameworks for understanding
grammatical structures and vocabulary (Cook 101). Research indicates that bilingual
individuals often rely on L1 cognitive strategies when processing L2, particularly
in the early stages of acquisition (Kroll and Stewart 94). A learner’s ability to
apply L1-based cognitive skills in L2 acquisition can lead to faster comprehension
and retention. However, reliance on L1 cognition can also result in transfer errors
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when the two languages have significant structural differences. In addition to
recognizing these cognitive influences, acknowledging L.1’s role in L2 learning can
aid in designing effective instructional strategies. Teachers can utilize scaffolding
techniques, meta cognitive strategies, and cross-linguistic comparisons to enhance
L2 development while minimizing cognitive interference from L1.

Similarly, contrastive Analysis Hypothesis (CAH) suggests that L1 and L2
differences predict learner difficulties (Lado 57). This theory argues that comparing
L1 and L2 linguistic structures helps identify potential learning challenges. Error
Analysis (EA) emerged as an alternative, arguing that errors result not only from
L1 interference but also from developmental processes within L2 learning (Corder
67). In addition to recognizing transfer errors, EA highlights that some errors are
common across learners, regardless of L1 background, emphasizing the importance
of inter-language development. While CAH remains useful in identifying transfer-
related errors, EA provides a broader perspective on L2 acquisition processes.
Understanding these two approaches allows educators to implement teaching
strategies that cater to students’ individual learning paths. Teachers can integrate
contrastive analysis exercises to highlight key differences and similarities between
L1 and L2. By combining CAH and EA insights, educators can foster more
comprehensive and adaptable learning experiences that promote better language
proficiency.

In addition to, L1 knowledge significantly impacts L2 vocabulary acquisition.
Studies suggest that learners often rely on L1 lexical resources to comprehend
and retain L2 vocabulary (Schmitt 97). Translation-based learning strategies, such
as using bilingual dictionaries, are common among L2 learners (Nation 101). In
addition to translation methods, research recommends integrating context-based
learning strategies to enhance vocabulary retention. Cognate awareness training
can help learners recognize similarities between L1 and L2 vocabulary, facilitating
faster acquisition (Ringbom 107). However, over reliance on direct translation
may lead to improper word usage and misunderstanding of context. To address this
issue, educators can encourage the use of monolingual dictionaries and contextual
learning techniques. By promoting exposure to authentic language input, learners
can develop a deeper understanding of vocabulary beyond direct L1-L2 translation.
Additionally, implementing communicative activities can enhance vocabulary
recall and practical language use.

Grammar and syntax pose significant challenges for L2 learners, particularly when
L1 and L2 structures differ. Studies show that learners transfer L1 grammatical
rules to L2, sometimes leading to errors (Ellis 108). L1 knowledge can also aid
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grammatical understanding when similarities exist. Pedagogical approaches like
explicit grammar instruction and contrastive analysis can help learners recognize
common syntactic transfer patterns. Understanding how L1 grammar influences L2
learning allows teachers to design more effective grammar lessons tailored to specific
learner needs. Learners benefit from structured practice that compares L1 and L2
sentence structures to minimize interference. Additionally, incorporating real-world
language application, such as conversation practice and writing exercises, can
improve grammatical proficiency. Teachers should provide corrective feedback that
is constructive and tailored to the learner’s linguistic background. With systematic
instruction, learners can gradually overcome L1-related grammar difficulties and
improve their accuracy in L2 production.

Moreover, pronunciation and phonology are areas where L1 influence is
particularly evident. Phonological transfer occurs when L1 sound patterns affect
L2 pronunciation (Flege 95). For example, Japanese speakers learning English may
have difficulty distinguishing /r/ and /I/ sounds due to the absence of this distinction
in Japanese. Pronunciation challenges often result from differences in phonetic
inventories between L1 and L2. Research suggests that phonetic training, minimal
pair exercises, and auditory discrimination activities can help learners improve their
L2 pronunciation (Derwing and Munro 115). Exposure to native L2 speech and
repeated practice are essential in developing accurate pronunciation. Educators can
incorporate phonetic drills and listening exercises to refine learners’ pronunciation
skills. Interactive pronunciation tools and speech recognition software also enhance
practice opportunities. By addressing phonological transfer issues, learners can
achieve clearer and more comprehensible speech in L2 communication.

Thus, Code-switching, or alternating between L1 and L2, is a common phenomenon in
bilingual communication. While some view it as a sign of linguistic deficiency, others
argue that it reflects cognitive flexibility and strategic language use (MacSwan 100).
In educational settings, code-switching can serve as a valuable tool for scaffolding
L2 learning, particularly in bilingual classrooms (Cummins 107). Research indicates
that judicious use of L1 can facilitate comprehension, clarify complex concepts,
and reduce learner anxiety (Turnbull and Dailey-O’Cain 109). However, excessive
reliance on L1 may hinder L2 immersion, necessitating a balanced approach in
language teaching. Teachers can utilize code-switching strategically to support
learners while gradually increasing L2 exposure. By integrating bilingual teaching
methods, educators can leverage L1 advantages while fostering L2 independence.
The goal is to transition learners from code-switching dependence to full L2
proficiency through structured and meaningful language exposure.
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Role of Inter-Language in Second Language Learning

Dilli Prasad Ghimire
Lecturer
Ragani Chandeshwori Campus

"The separate linguistic system evidenced when adult second language learners
attempt to express meaning in a language they are in the process of learning.”

Selinker (1972)

Inter-language (TL) is a linguistic system used by second language learners. It
is a knowledge system formed during second language learning, lying between
the target language and the learner’s mother tongue. It is dynamic and permeable
linguistic system that serves as a bridge between L1 and L2, allowing learners to
refine certain rules and acquiring new ones. Learners create this language when they
attempt to communicate in the target language. Inter-language is affected by the
learners' native language as they use their native language knowledge to understand
and organize second language or to compensate for existing competency gaps.

Inter-language is changeable and permeable overtime, their | competence changes
and their inter-language starts to reflect those changes. First they say: 'l no
swimming,' which later becomes, 'I don't swim,' until it reaches perfection: I don’t
swim. The process of constant extension and revision of rules reflects IL’s tendency
to change. IL’s rules are not fixed: they are altered, deleted or added.

Formation of Inter-Language

A. An Organization—-The formation of inter-language change involves learners
extending application of a rules in L2. They group similar items together and try to
predict their behaviors based on rules they already know. Using the same rules in
new situation leads to error: the plural for 'knife' becomes 'knifes ' and the past tense
of 'go' becomes 'good '.

B. Learning strategies of L2—Learning strategies consists of learners adopting
different learning approaches. Some incorrect learning strategies may result in
stagnation in the development of some aspects of L2 such as syntactic, lexical, or
sociocultural. One such example is the act of simplification as in 'l am clean my
room now' instead of 'l am cleaning my room now.'

C. Language transfer—It is another cause behind inter-language creation. The
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learners try to transfer the language learned in one situation assuming it could help
them in the new situation in second language learning. But they come to commit
erroneous forms.

Effect of Inter-language

Fossilization—Overtime, inter-language slowly evolves and starts to resemble L2.
The ultimate goal is equivalence or near equivalence. However, adult's learner
reaches this perfection level. Instead somewhere along the way, they hit a language
stagnation point or fossilization. It doesn't happen all at once. The learner freezes a
form rather than correcting it. Certain aspects of language may freeze much earlier
than others.

Conclusion

Inter-language is created by individual learners to assist their learning in second
language. It is unique from individual to individual. It is systematic but open to
change. Inter-language is variable across contexts and domains. So, it is a very
important phase in second language learning effectively. The teacher should
welcome, guide and motivate to such creative use of language and direct them to
progress and perfection
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How Children Learn Mathematics

Badan Katuwal
Gramodaya Yugakavi Siddhicharan Campus

Aspects of Mathematics

Mathematics in children is learned through direct instruction, hands-on experiences,
and social interactions. Children learn mathematics through a combination of hands-
on experiences, language development, and guided instruction. The children, when
beginning to learn, require concrete experiences to understand simple concepts.
For instance, counting and grouping with the help of blocks enable children to
relate abstract concepts to manipulable objects. With growth, they start using more
complicated languages to talk about mathematics, which helps them in processing
and expressing their mathematical thoughts.

Recognition of patterns is also an important component of learning mathematics
because it builds a foundation for subsequent higher-order operations such as
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. It will also enable them to develop
the ability to think logically by observing patterns of numbers, shapes, and even
behaviors. Children learn through play and social interaction: through games that
encourage thinking and strategy or through cooperative problem-solving activities.

As children grow older, they move from thinking concretely to thinking abstractly.
For instance, after learning addition and subtraction of objects, they can learn to
conceptualize the operations through diagrams or number lines and then deal with
problems using pure abstract symbols and ideas. Basic mathematics development
begins with the understanding of numbers and operations, including counting,
addition, subtraction, and recognition of simple shapes. Children also develop an
understanding of measurement, time, fractions, and creation of graphs for basic
data analysis over time. These foundational skills lay the platform for higher math
concepts that allow children to build critical thinking and reasoning skills necessary
to function in the world. The ability to progress from concrete ways of thinking
to more abstract, hands-on activities, social interactions, and problem-solving are
all instrumental in helping children to master mathematics in a purposeful and
interesting way. In learning, it may be summarized in several key factors:

1. Concrete Experiences

Young children often begin with manipulative hands-on experiences. For instance,
they can model counting, addition, subtraction, or grouping using blocks, beads, or
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other manipulative. In such a way, they cognitively understand abstract concepts
through physical objects that they are able to view and touch.

2. Language Development

As children grow, their thinking about math becomes increasingly intertwined with
language. Children learn the vocabulary of math such as "more," "less," "add,"
"subtract-and start to use words to describe ideas about math. How they make sense
of concepts depends on the language of conversations with parents, teachers, or
peers.

3. Pattern Recognition

Through repeating sequences, including number patterns, geometric shapes, or
identifying patterns between numbers, children early in life develop this ability.
Developing the ability for pattern recognition reinforces carrying out activities such
as addition, subtraction, and multiplication capabilities.

4. Problem-Solving and Exploration

With increased exposure to mathematical exploration, children gradually develop
problem-solving and critical thinking skills. Kids try different manners of solving
an issue, which may include mistaken attempts, so they learn to rectify common
mistakes.

5. Play and Games

Math is introduced through playful games and activities. Board games, puzzles,
or interactive activities reinforce play areas like counting, spatial awareness, and
strategy. In this area of learning, children are able to engage with the math concepts
without the pressure of formal teaching.

6. Abstract Thinking

As children's cognition develops, their mathematics may progress from concrete
to more abstract thought, possibly involving fractions, decimals, or even algebraic
thought. To help Students Bridge the gap from concrete to abstract understandings,
teachers may use visual aids, diagrams, or real-life examples.

7. Social Interaction

Co-operative learning plays an important role in the way children approach maths.
Children work together to solve a problem or discuss strategies; they learn from
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one another's point of view. Group work can solidify understanding and raise the
confidence of children.

8. Cultural Influences

A child's attitude toward math may be shaped by their environment, including the
community and culture to which they belong. Positive reinforcement from family,
teachers, and peers can help instill a growth mindset, making math an enjoyable,
non-threatening subject for the child.

9. Mathematical Mindset

A growth mindset is lastly critical, as the more children believe their mathematical
competence can be developed through practice, the more likely they will persist
and do better. It's critical that they look at challenges as opportunities and divorce
themselves from making mistakes in achieving success in mathematics.

In short, the child learns best when a rich mix of activities involving experiences
of the senses, development of thinking, and exploration and problem-solving in
playful and meaningful ways.

Basic Mathematics Teaching for Children

By basic mathematics, we are referring to those concepts that actually form the basis
for higher order math. Normally, the learning of these concepts starts very early
in a child's educational career and comprises the majority of their mathematical
knowledge. Here's a closer look at the key areas of basic mathematics:

1. Counting and Number Sense

e Counting: This is often the first step in learning mathematics. Children start
by counting objects, reciting numbers in sequence, and learning how to match
numbers to objects (1-to-1 correspondence).

e Number Recognition: It is about learning to recognize and name numbers.
Children learn to identify digits from 0-9 and understand their meanings.

e Pace Value: This is simply knowing the value of digits depending on where
they are placed. A typical example would be the number 245, where 2 is 200,
41s 40, and 5 is 5.

2. Basic Operations

e Addition: Finding the total by combining two or more numbers. This could start
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with simple problems, such as 2 + 3, and then go on to larger numbers.

Subtraction: An operation of finding the difference between two numbers.
Example: 5-3 = 2. Understanding the concept that subtraction means "taking
away" or "finding the difference."

Multiplication: This is a repeated addition of a number. Example: 3 x 4 is the
same as adding 3 four times: 3 +3 + 3 + 3.

Division: The inverse of multiplication; a number is split into so many equal
parts. Example: 12 + 3—divide 12 into 3 equal parts (each part is 4).

3. Number Patterns

4

Skip counting: Counting by 2s, 5s, 10s etc helps children understand
multiplication and division concept. It helps children in seeing the pattern in
numbers.

Even and Odd Numbers: Even numbers can be divided by 2 without a
remainder, such as 2, 4, 6, while odd numbers cannot, such as 1, 3, 5.

Sequences and Patterns: Children begin to recognize repeating patterns in
numbers, shapes, or objects such as 1,2, 3, 1, 2, 3.

. Shapes and Geometry

Basic Shapes: To recognize and name simple shapes such as circles, squares,
triangles, rectangles, and more complex shapes such as pentagons and hexagons.

Symmetry: To know that certain shapes can be folded or divided into two equal
parts, each of which is a mirror image of the other.

Position and Direction: Using words such as "above," "below," "next to," "left,"
and "right" enables children to show an object in relation to others.

5. Measurement

Length, Weight, and Volume: The child learns to measure objects using non-
standard units, such as blocks or paper clips, progressing toward standard units
like inches, pounds, and liters.

Time: learn the clock, analog and digital; days of the week; months; terms such
as morning, afternoon, and evening.
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Money: identification of coins—pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters—and bills;
counting money and making change.

6. Fractions

Simple fractions like 1/2, 1/3, 1/4 as parts of a whole. Children learn to
recognize fractions in real life events, such as slicing a pizza into slices.

Comparison of Fractions: Children have to know which one is bigger or
smaller. For example, 1/2 is larger than 1/4.

7. Data and Graphing

Data Collection: Children collect data through simple collection such as
recording events occurring in given time (example: number of red cars that

pass by).

Bar Graphs and Pictograms: Data representation through drawing a simple
bar graph or pictures for quantities.

8. Problem Solving

Basic mathematics problems enable students to apply all that they had learned.
Like, "you have 5 apples and added 3 in the basket." Such simple-word problems
develop skills of reasoning as well as think critically.

9. Mathematical Reasoning

Logical Thinking: Encouragement of children regarding explaining how
much they reached towards an answer as well as explaining the relationship of
different mathematical concept interlink - i.e., which way addition, as well as
subtraction, problems are related or linked.

Estimating: Assisting children in the development of educated guesses about
quantities or sizes before actual computation. For instance, estimating the
number of people in a group before counting them.

How Basic Mathematics Develops

Concrete Stage:

At the beginning, children use physical objects (manipulatives) to help them
understand math concepts. They may count with their fingers or use blocks for
addition and subtraction.

W& | T oS TTRERT R0¢3



Pictorial Stage:

As they grasp the concepts, children move to using pictures, drawings, and number
lines to represent problems. For example, drawing dots to show addition or
subtraction.

Abstract Stage:

Later on, children can handle abstract problems without relying on physical objects
or drawings. They can perform calculations mentally or with written symbols.

Basic mathematics isn’t just about learning numbers and operations; it’s about
developing the ability to think logically, solve problems, and understand the world
through a mathematical lens. As children progress, these foundational skills form
the basis for more advanced math concepts like algebra, geometry, and calculus.

(Writer is a Secondary Level Mathematics teacher at Gramodaya Secondary
School, Likhu-6)
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